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LIMITATIONS

WHAT ARE WE INVESTIGATING? 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN KIDS USE SEARCH ENGINES? 

Background:

Kids increasingly use general search engines [1]
These platforms are not built for children [2]
A known strategy: append “for kids” to queries

Problem:
Past findings are outdated
Key question: Does this trick still work?

METHODOLOGY

Year by year Internet Access based on 7-16 year olds [3]
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THE QUEST TO IMPROVE
ONLINE SEARCH
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RESULTS

FLESCH-KINCAID GRADE LEVEL SCORES DALE-CHALL SCORES 

COLEMAN-LIEU SCORES SPACHE SCORES 

PROFANITY SCORES ACROSS THE THREE SETS OF
RESULTS 

PERCENTAGES OF UNSAFE URLS FOUND IN THE THREE SETS OF RESULTS 

FUTURE WORK

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH

CONCLUSION
Appending “for kids” improves readability
across all four metrics (statistically significant),
while the other results show negative or no
impact 

Strategies to tackle this problem need to be
periodically reassessed as technology and
societies continue to change

Evaluate the technique using more up-to-date,
diverse query data  

Integrate with adaptive models for query
suggestion 
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